
 

 

 

 

  

 
3rd UK – Switzerland Bilateral Call for Joint Innovation Projects 

Deadline for submission of applications – 03 Sept 2026 

 

1. Call Overview 

Scope and Objectives 

Innovate UK (part of UK Research and Innovation) and Innosuisse (the Swiss Innovation Agency) are 

launching their third bilateral call for applications for joint R&D projects. This call is open exclusively to UK and 

Swiss collaborators and ONLY in the following three focus areas: 

• Semiconductors 

• Life Sciences 

• Engineering Biology 

    Applications in any other technology area will not be eligible for evaluation. 

 

Call Aims 

The aim is to support UK and Swiss collaborations and capabilities in emerging fields, thereby enhancing their 

global growth prospects. Proposals must contribute to the development of commercial products, processes 

and / or technical services with significant market potential for the UK and Switzerland.  

Projects should demonstrate: 

• Clear benefit and added value from collaboration between participants from both countries 

• Complementary expertise and innovation capability 

• Commercial advantage or access to R&D infrastructure 

• New applications or accelerated development pathways 

Aligning the common objectives of project consortia with the funding criteria of both agencies will increase the 

likelihood of funding success. 

 

Key Dates 

Publication of the call 15 June 2026 

Call information webinar 23 June 2026 

Call Opens (applications accepted) 01.July 2026 

Submission Deadline 03 Sept 2026 

Notification of decision 30 November 2026 

Project start date 01 Feb 2027 

 

Call Brokerage Event and Partner Search Support (optional) 

The search for project partners is supported and organised by Enterprise Europe Network, Switzerland and 

Innovate UK Business Connect.  

An online webinar will be held on 23 June 2026 at 11:00 a.m. CET, offering detailed guidance on funding 

conditions, the call process, partner search support and other aspects of the call. Other call details are 

published on 15th June 2026 on the Innosuisse Call Website. 

 

https://swisseen.ch/en/
https://www.innovateukedge.ukri.org/Enter-new-markets/Live-global-opportunities
https://ukri.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ENxVpQPhQWODQGvl4p-oJQ
https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en/calls-for-projects-and-applications
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2. Eligibility criteria 

To be considered for evaluation, proposals must meet all of the following eligibility criteria: 

• Project duration: The project must have a duration between 18 and 36 months. 

• Consortium Composition:  

o Mandatory Participants: 

▪ At least one business entity from each country (UK and Switzerland) 

▪ At least one research institute from either UK or Switzerland 

▪ Exception: If the Swiss applicant is an individual start-up (pre-market and <50 FTE), the 

requirement to include a research institute is waived.  

o Additional Participants: 

▪ Additional research organizations or commercial companies from either country may 

participate, adhering to the funding rules of their respective countries. 

• Legal Status and Independence: To ensure genuine international collaboration, rather than internal 

company research, affiliated companies within the consortium will be treated as a single entity under 

their parent company. UK entities must not be linked to the Swiss partners or vice versa.  

• If an organisation is not leading an application, it may collaborate on up to three applications. 

• Innovation and Collaboration Requirements: Projects must demonstrate significant innovation content, 

clear added value from bilateral cooperation and substantial bilateral cooperation benefits to both 

countries.  

• Resource Allocation (70/30 Rule): No single country may contribute more than 70% or less than 30% of 

the total person-months dedicated to the project. Person-months refers to the cumulative time (in 

months) allocated by staff to the project. (Definition: One person-month = 154 hours of full-time work) 

• Mandatory Documents: 

o Consortium Agreement (CA): A draft CA covering Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) must be 

submitted with the proposal. 

o Financial documents: Documents demonstrating the implementation partners’ ability to finance 

their own contributions must be included (see Section 4 for details). 

• Eligible Costs: Only costs incurred within the respective country are eligible. Cross-border funding is not 

allowed. 

 

⚠ Important: Proposals that fail to meet any of the eligibility criteria will not be considered for 

evaluation. Errors in proposals cannot be corrected after the application deadline. Proposals 
that include ineligible partners will result in the entire proposal being disqualified. 

 
3. Funding Rules 
 

Applications must comply with Innovate UK and Innosuisse guidelines. Detailed application guidance is 

available to partners on request from the respective agency contacts. Each country will fund its own eligible 

participants according to its national procedures and funding rules, and funding conditions and eligibility criteria 

may differ between the UK and Switzerland. Funding conditions and eligibility criteria may vary between the 

UK and Switzerland. However, the bilateral joint cooperation between the partners and its added value 

will be an important aspect to be considered in the evaluation. 

 

Projects will be funded by Innovate UK and Innosuisse in the order of the agreed joint ranking list, subject to 

budget availability. Up to £3.0 million from Innovate UK and up to CHF 3.0 million from Innosuisse have been 

allocated for innovation projects under this bilateral call. As this call has a fixed funding envelope, not all 

approved projects can be supported. It is therefore possible that a project may receive a high score in the 

evaluation but still not be funded. 
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a. Switzerland - Innosuisse funding regulations:  
Innosuisse promotes science-based innovation in Switzerland. Swiss implementation partners receive a non-

exclusive right to exploit the project results in their specific business area.  

 

Funding Coverage: 

• Innosuisse covers a maximum of 70% of the total Swiss project costs as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• If the commercial entity in Switzerland is a single start-up (before market entry and <50 FTE), the 

requirement for a research institute in the project consortium is waived. 

•     Own Contribution Requirement: Implementation partners must cover at least 30% of the 

total Swiss project costs. Swiss implementation partners with fewer than 250 FTE are required 

to demonstrate their financial capacity to cover their own contribution. The list of mandatory 

financial documents to be submitted is provided in the Submission Section. 

 

Eligible costs: 

Only costs necessary for the proper execution of the project are eligible:  

• Personnel costs (salaries + employer’s social contributions) 

• Material costs 

• Coordination costs (consortium management, if not covered by personnel or material costs)  

• Travel costs (covers international travel to project partners) 

• Overheads (only for research institutions) 

 

Payment Schedule 

    New tranche allocation, applicable across all Innosuisse instruments, is structured as follows: 

• First instalment: 35% 

• Interim instalment: 35% 

• Final instalment: 30% 

 

Project reviews, reporting: 

Innosuisse can request reviews or interim reports on project progress, content and schedule them as 

needed. At the end of the project, a plan must be submitted showing how the results will be 

implemented. More details can be found on the Innosuisse webpage.  

 

b. UK – Innovate UK  funding regulations: 
: 

UK - Commercial organisations: The following funding application limits apply to all commercial and 

economic activities of the project.  

             For feasibility studies and industrial research projects, eligible project costs can be funded:  

o up to 70% if you are a micro or small organisation 

o up to 60% if you are a medium sized organisation 

o up to 50% if you are a large organisation 

 

For experimental development projects that are nearer to market, eligible project costs can be 

funded:  

o up to 45% if you are a micro or small organisation 

Funding rate for research organisations:                                    100% of eligible costs  

Funding rate for start-ups* and SMEs                                    

or other implementation partners < 250 FTE                      max. 50% of eligible costs 

Funding rate for large companies  

or other implementation partners > 250 FTE                      max. 25% of eligible costs 

 

*Swiss start-ups that have not yet entered the market and that only collaborate with foreign 

companies can receive up to 70% 

 

 

https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en/bilateral-projects#4.-Project-reporting
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o up to 35% if you are a medium sized organisation 

o up to 25% if you are a large organisation 

 
UK - Research Organisations: Research organisations undertaking non-economic activities as part 

of the project can share up to 30% of the total grant requested. If your consortium includes more 

than one research organisation undertaking non-economic activity, this maximum will be shared 

between them. Of that 30% you could receive funding for your eligible project costs of up to:  

▪ 80% of Full Economic Costs (FEC) if you are a JE-S registered institution such as an academic 

institution 

▪ 100% of your project costs if you are an RTO, charity, not-for-profit organisation, public sector 

organisation or research organisation  

For detailed funding rules, UK applicants must check regulations via Innovate UK call text. 

 

 
4. Submission Process 
 

All consortia must submit a complete application by the submission deadline of 03 Sept 2026 (EOD). 
 

UK participants  

UK participants must submit a formal application to Innovate UK via their online portal. Please read the 

guidance on applying for a call on the Innovation Funding Service before starting. 

 

Swiss participants 

• Submit a Bilateral Cooperation Application via the Innosuisse submission portal 

(innolink.innosuisse.ch). Ensure the following steps are completed: 

o The project title must match the title provided by the UK partners in their UK application and the 

title in the joint common proposal.   

o In the Introduction section, select “United Kingdom” under the drop-down menu for “Bilateral 

Call / Please select the partner country of the bilateral call you intend to submit“. 

o Upload the completed joint common proposal as part of the application. 

o Attach a draft of the Consortium Agreement (CA), which is mandatory for international projects. 

o As Swiss implementation partners must cover an own contribution of at least 30% of the total 

Swiss project costs, financial documents are required to demonstrate their financial capacity to 

finance the own contribution. These requirements apply to Swiss implementation partners with 

fewer than 250 FTE.  

o For funding requests < CHF 500’000: 

▪ Signed financial statements (Income statements & Balance Sheet) of the last two business 

years or since incorporation 

▪ Completed “Financial Table” template (download from Innosuisse website) 

▪ Bank account statements (last year-end and most recent month-end) 

▪ Final auditors’ letters (if applicable) 

▪ Latest official debt enforcement extract (Betreibungsauszug, if applicable). 

 

o For funding requests ≥ CHF 500’000 (in addition to the documents listed above):  

▪ 5-year financial forecast (download from Innosuisse website)  

▪ Latest shareholder register (including disclosure of beneficial owners controlling more than 

25% of share capital or voting rights) 

▪ Organisational chart (including parent entities/holding structures and all subsidiaries, in 

Switzerland and abroad) 

▪ Copies of loan agreements (including shareholder loans) 

▪ Self-declaration explaining how the project share will be financed, including funding sources 

and their current status 

 

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/guidance-for-applicants/general-guidance/your-application/#contents-list
https://innolink.innosuisse.ch/
https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en/switzerland-uk-call-for-projects
https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en/switzerland-uk-call-for-projects
https://www.innosuisse.admin.ch/en/switzerland-uk-call-for-projects
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IMPORTANT: Failure to demonstrate the required own contribution or to submit the mandatory 

financial documents by 03 Sept 2026 EOD may result in the application being deemed incomplete and 

formally rejected. 

 

 
5. Evaluation Process and Criteria 
 
Applications identified as ineligible by either Innovate UK or Innosuisse will not be sent for assessment. 

Applications are evaluated separately by both agencies and then ranked on a single joint list. To receive 

funding and proceed as a viable project, proposals must be successful with both agencies. Based on our 

experience with previous calls, the overall chance of success is approximately 11%. 

 

Subsidy control (Switzerland) 

Innosuisse cannot award grants to organisations that are considered to be in financial difficulty. After the 

application phase, Innosuisse carries out eligibility checks (entry in the Swiss Commercial Register; not 

on SECO’s sanctions list) and financial viability checks (financial means to bear the planned own 

contribution, to complete the project and to implement the project results). 

 

Evaluation Criteria – Innosuisse, Switzerland 

Note: Research where downstream application is for national defence or security purposes, as well 
as research that poses a threat to public health and misuse of personal data will not be supported. 

Project Quality 

• Clear and well defined project   

• Realistic and quantifiable objectives and milestones 

• Justification of the proposed approach and resources 

 

Project Consortia 

Project partners should demonstrate: 

• Complementary technological excellence, expertise  

• Added value of international collaboration  

• Strong partnership base and commitment to continue working together beyond the duration of the 

project 

• Management capacity to successfully complete the project and implement the results 

• Mutual enhancement of R&D through the transfer of knowledge and expertise 

 

Degree of Innovation 

The innovation aspect of a project must go beyond the international state of the art. The innovation 

project should be scientifically based and aim to achieve advances in technology or service aspects. The 

main objectives in terms of product, process or service performance and cost issues (in terms of 

competitiveness) must be presented in a comprehensive manner. 

 

Value Creation 

The project must establish a new value chain or integrate effectively into an existing one, underpinned by 

a credible market and implementation plan for the proposed product, process or service. Your proposal 

should clearly demonstrate a strong intention to commercially exploit the project results, whether in 

domestic markets, international markets, or both. 

 

Evaluation Criteria – Innovate UK 

For more information on how the evaluators will assess your innovate UK application, click here. 

Key assessment criteria 

https://www.seco.admin.ch/seco/en/home/Aussenwirtschaftspolitik_Wirtschaftliche_Zusammenarbeit/Wirtschaftsbeziehungen/exportkontrollen-und-sanktionen/sanktionen-embargos/sanktionsmassnahmen/suche_sanktionsadressaten.html
https://dict.leo.org/englisch-deutsch/competitive
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyHgqGjxeCU&list=PLrMOhOrmeR6lHztdYni0WGW0b9xneDxfJ&index=8
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• The business need, technological challenge, or market opportunity behind your innovation 

• The approach and focus of the innovation 

• The project team, resources and their roles 

• Target market and market awareness 

• Outcomes and route to market 

• Wider impact outside the project team 

• Added Value 

 
6. Data Sharing 
 
This bilateral call is jointly operated by Innovate UK, and Innosuisse (each an “agency”). 

 

All relevant information submitted and generated during the application process  may be shared by one 

agency with the other for their individual storage, processing and use. 

 

This means that any information provided to or generated by one agency in relation to your application may 

be disclosed to the partner agency and vice versa. This includes, but is not limited to: 

▪ the information provided in the application, including the personal details of all applicants 

▪ evaluation and feedback on the application  

▪ information received during the management and administration of the grant 

 

Innovate UK and Innosuisse are directly accountable to you for the holding and processing of your data, 
including all personal data and confidential information. Data will be held in accordance with their own 
policies (Innovate UK’s Privacy Policy / Innosuisse’ s Data Protection Policy ). Accordingly, Innovate UK, and 
Innosuisse will be the data controllers of personal data submitted as part of the application process.  

 
7. Contacts for details and Partnering enquires 
 

Contacts for Call details  

Innovate UK 

https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/ 

 

Sophie Mifsud 

Tel: +44 7849 310405  

sophie.misfud@iuk.ukri.org 

Innosuisse 

https://www.innosuisse.ch/inno/en/home.html  

Prabitha Urwyler 

Tel: +41 58 343 60 87  

prabitha.urwyler@innosuisse.ch 

Partner Search Support 

Innovate UK Business Growth 

https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/business-growth/ 

 

Tel: +44 300 123 3066 

enquiries@iukbc.org.uk 

 

EEN Switzerland 

Ladina Schubert 

Tel: +41 58 34 36065 

ladina.schubert@innosuisse.ch 

 

Kathrin Rüegg 

Tel: +41 58 34 36064 

kathrin.rueegg@innosuisse.ch  

 

 

 

https://www.ukri.org/publications/innovate-uk-privacy-notice-and-information-management-policy/innovate-uk-privacy-notice-and-information-management-policy/
https://www.innosuisse.ch/inno/en/home/about-us/datenschutz-erklaerung.html
https://www.ukri.org/councils/innovate-uk/
mailto:sophie.misfud@iuk.ukri.org
https://www.innosuisse.ch/inno/en/home.html
mailto:prabitha.urwyler@innosuisse.ch
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/business-growth/
mailto:enquiries@iukbc.org.uk
https://www.innosuisse.ch/inno/en/home/project-set-up-assistance-and-networking/een.html
mailto:ladina.schubert@innosuisse.ch
mailto:kathrin.rueegg@innosuisse.ch

